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THE  BIRDS  OF  A  MANITOBA  GARDEN 


BY 

Horman  Griddle 

TN  this  article  the  author  haa  shown  tlie  iHuiuty  of  a  flower  and  bird 
garden  combinou.  Our  inHcctivorous  birda  are  worth  protectinK 
and  thoir  beauty  of  song  and  colour  would  improve  your  garden. 
Much  valuable  bird  life  ia  being  aave<l  to-day  by  the  enforcement  of 
the  Migratory  Birda  Convention  Act,  which  ia  administered  by  th( 
Dominion  Parks  Branch,  Department  of  the  Interior,  Ottawa.  You 
••an  help  by  protecting  the  birds  on  your  preiniacH. 


The  garden  to  which  this  article  refers,  is  a  country  one.  It  was 
originally  an  old  cattle  yard,  situated  in  a  very  sandy  locality  upon  a 
hill.  When  first  ploughed  and  jirepared  for  its  present  use,  the  land 
was  laid  out  to  include  an  area  of  approximately  270  feet  by  250  feet. 
Within  this  space,  but  around  the  edges,  were  plantetl  spruce  inter- 
mixed with  poplar,  elm  and  ash,  while  inside  of  these,  various  shrubs, 
such  as  lilac,  caraguna,  and  honeysuckle,  several  of  which  are 
berry  bearing.  These  plants  have  all  grown  well  so  that  there  ia  now 
sufficient  shelter  to  accommodate  even  such  shade-loving  birds  as  the 
Catbird.  The  middle  portion  of  th,.  rden  ia  devoted  to  herbaceous 
plants,  many  of  which  represent  crosses  or  "  new  creations,"  origin- 
ated by  my  brother  Stuart.  The  whole  area  is  surrounde '  by  a  fence 
built  to  keep  out  cattle,  but  not  poultry  or  dogs.  Cats 
nized  as  one  of  the  chief  enemies  of  birds,  are  rigidly 
The  bird  visitors  of  this  garden  are  naturally  uumert 

during  the  seasons  of  migration.     At  these  times  the  .    „.„o..  .<, 

flooded  with  such  species  as  Tree  Sparrows,  White-throats,  Harris' 
Sparrow  an.l  Juncos;  to  say  nothing  of  a  host  of  others  occurring 
more  sparingly.  Moat  of  these  are  but  passing  visitors,  however, 
whereas  I  intend,  in  this  article,  to  confine  myself  to  breeding  birds 
which  have  actu  lly  made  their  homes  within,  or  upon  the  fence.  I 
say  upon  the  fence  advisedly  because  it  ia  there  that  are  placed 
several  boxea  with  holea  of  appropriate  aize  to  accommodate  various 
feathered  friends. 

The  boxes  proved  a  success  from  th  start.  One  near  the  gate,  a 
square  one  about  a  foot  in  height,  and  four  by  five  inches  inside,  has 
been  the  home  of  no  less  than  three  species.  The  first  to  take  posses- 
sion were  a  pair  of  Bluebirds,  and  who  could  wish  for  more  beautiful 
tenants.  The  male  came  first  upon  the  scene  and  sang  Ins  quaint  but 
sweet  song  for  at  leaat  a  week  before  his  leas  ^rightly  coloured  mat* 
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an  ivbd.    She  mndo  herself  at  hon'         n...liuU>ly  and  w«h  very  8oon 

a«  a  rule  he  gecmed  to  feel  that  his  du»v  lav  in  HinKi,,^  and     riving 

Bluebirds  while  they  ofu-n  breed  in  the  vieinity  of  liuman  habitation 
are  nevertlieless.  of  a  naturally  shy  disj^osition     It  is  weH   tl^r^       .' 

t  Itt  n"'"^''''  *.'""  '^  "^^'"^^•'''^'  «^»--^-  they  nay  d..;; 
WH- nest  OS  well  as  the  vicinity.  '"jut.in 

unH  fn  7"  ""*  '""^  ^^'"■•'  "*  '''"*«''  °f  liKht-blue  eggs  had  been  laid 
and  in  due  eourso  six  young  were  clamouring  for  food.  The  nJxt  few 
weeks  were  busy  ones  for  the  parents,  espeeiailv  for  the  fe  mil"    and  I 

waVlSnJ  rlr  i"  XV^-^'r  r^  '°°«  afterwards  a  second  brood 
1^  „  ?vf    fT^'   7^'^'    '^^  **'«  ^««^  ^««  ««f^'y  »"-ought  to  maturi.v 

?o"r^l:ell'ulrl:r^^'^"^  -'-'- ''-  --'  ^^'»>^^^«  ^  "p-^^ 

ble  an  .\  -"^'kI*'  "•''''^  ^**«'  ^'"^  *»>«  °t''«rs  in  beingMgTuer 
blue  and  having  blue  instead  of  reddish  upon  the  brest  The  nev 
arrivals  decided  that  they  too.  preferred  tlS^oId  box  and  i  i  eonse 
quence  some  severe  fighting  took  place  for  possession  Eventual  y' 
however,  the  old  pair  were  driven  out  and  the  newcomer  occup/,^' 
he  premises.     Fortunately  another  box  was  available  out^Srh« 

Jrmt  ii  Zr'-''  ^"^  ^"  *^^«  *^«  ^'^    Habitafti^refth!-: 

t^  ^'^it:  s^mX^s- itr:ieti::f :: 

L?h  °^?^'     r^  '°^  thejema\e  was.  therefore,  left  to  do  the  wor^  ol 
v?«t^  K  "  ''°*'°""^  *^  **°  ^^^^  °»"k,^  «"«ee88.    Later  Te  wn 

ortht  fomilv"T-  ''"'**\"'  ^"*  ""^^  ^^  ^^^■'^-d  ^«  '«bour  ^n  beha 

tmed^^^f  ri^cotpt:^ """  "^  -"^^ '-'  ^^—  -""^ 

*»,.  T^he  only  other  box  inhabitants  were  a  pair  of  House  Wrens  true 
S  Htf  w"f /^''  r^'  "^^'^  ^"^"^*^y'  •>'««>'«d  various  Tther  boxe 
Zthl^      '  w  "".^^u  T  ^^'^^  ^^  ^'^^^'^  "«"«!  t««tics  to  prevent  nea 
Se  n?"'    J'!^  *^"  ^.^^  ^'■°°'  **»^i^  encumbrances.     One  could 
write  pages  about  wrens,  their  cheerfubess.  the  house-cleaning  of  the 
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mule  wliu  prepared  for  hitf  nmU''8  oomiriK.  utul  a  hunt  of  other  habits, 
all  of  which  must  endear  these  little  birdH  to  any  ol^.Tvant  jhthoii. 
Wrens  are  amonK  the  moat  uw-ful  of  »  ^farden's  inhabitants  nti<l  <l'j 
much  to  free  the  plnnt-s  of  the  i  sect  peaU  that  infest  them,  Wreuft 
will  neat  in  nearly  anythinK  from  a  coat  pocket  to  an  old  hat,  but  they 
prefer  a  box  which  haa  a  small  entrance.  Tliia  Ufun]  not  be  elianed, 
as  the  birds   ^ill  tee  to  that  themselvea. 

Since  the  central  area  of  the  garden  is  small  it  is  not  to  be 
?;i|)ected  that  m^iny  ground-loving  birds  would  make  their  hom.a 
within.  Nevertheless  we  have  had  two  siMJcies  do  so.  Of  these  none 
w-ero  more  welcome  than  a  pair  of  Prairie  Horned  Larks.  These 
birds,  as  is  well  known  are  first  to  brave  our  winter  and  move  up 
from  the  bouth  to  announce  the  coming  spring.  Tiio  Trairie  Horned 
Lark  is  a  very  early  arrival  in  Manitoba  and  can  be  looked  for,  on 
an  average,  about  the  20th  of  February.  By  the  end  of  March 
numljcra  are  nesting  and  slightly  more  than  a  month  later,  nearly 
mature  young  can  be  found.  There  are  certainly  thrc-e  broods  in  h 
season  and,  at  times,  probably  a  fourth.  The  hormd  larks  shoubl 
be  a  favourite  with  every  country  dweller.  Boldly  braving  the  snows 
and  cheerful  in  the  midst  of  them,  he  comes  back  hen  others  would 
find  it  both  cold  and  difficult  to  secure  foo<l. 

The  first  nest  we  discovered  in  the  garden  was  found  by  accident 
in  which  the  whole  structure  was  raked  from  its  foundation  bcfort; 
being  noticed.    Fortunately  no  damage  had  been  done  and  the  nest 
was  soon  in  place  again.    As  this  nest  was  situi    kI  on  the  edge  of  a 
fiower  bed,  the  possessors  were  naturally  obliged  to  put  up  with 
numerous  visits  from  the  gardener  as  a  result  of  which  they  soon 
became  very  tame.     We  were  able  to  observe  the  fe.nale  fit  herself 
over  the  eggs  or  young  and  later  watch  both  birds  feed  and  tend  th. 
nestlings.    Thus  it  was  discovered  that  fully  85  per  cent  of  the  food 
consisted  of  insects  of  which  by  far  the  greater  proportion  were  cut- 
worms, insects  which  are  kn^^wn  to  be  among  the  gardener's  worst 
enemies.    In  due  course  the  young  le^t  the  nest  but  they  remained  in 
the  vicinity  for  a  considerable  time  afterwaru^,  while  the  parents 
reared  a  fresh  brood  near  by,  bi  t  outside  the  boundaries  of  the  garden. 
The  other  ground  nesting  tcaant,  to  which  I  refer,  was  the  Vespt  r 
Sparrow.    It  had  graced  our  garden  twice  with  its  presence.    On  tlie 
second  occasion  the  pair  selected  the  base  of  a  pretty  clump  of  Indian 
pinks  to  build  their  nest  and  l.ad  as  a  foreground  pansies  of  many 
colours.    The  Vesper  bird  is  inconspicuous  in  its  dress  of  grey,  but 
makes  up  for  this  by  its  sweet  song  which,  in  spring,  is  repeated  by  ai 
mar  vr  individuals  that  the  whole  country-side  rings  with  their  music. 
Twj  broods  are  the  Vesper  average.    The  birds  come  to  us  from  the 
south  about  t)ie  middle  of  April  and  depart  for  their  winter  home  in 
late  September  or  early  October. 
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One  of  thr  yearly  vuitors  of  our  juni.,.  in  the  Ci,i,„   ng  Sparrow 

around  th..  l.o„«..      U.o  Clupping  Sparro*  i«  one  of  those  «p«.n... 
that  haH  act».,ll.v  \>eou  brouRht  to  the  vicinity  by  the  plantinR  of  rvor- 
KH-riH.     I  rvvuniHly  to  the  plantinR  of  nueh  tr.H.^  they  had  been  com 
mon  onoMgh  ».   ti.e  "Sprue,.  \V<H,d«  H.-scrvc."  but  had  not  ncHtetl 

'^'J"""*'  '■■'  '^ 'H'"'"^  '"  **"^  *•"«  "^  "  ^-'hippy  that  rccallM  the  Hultri- 

ness  of  Bummer  and  th.-  shad.,  ami.lst  the  heat.  The  mug  U  a  succ-s- 
Hion  of  rap,,  ly  uttcrml.  similar  notes  which,  at  u  «hort  dintanc,..  H...m 
n<.t  ur.I.kc  the  de,.p  hrcathiiiR  of  a  hUh-imt.  I  have  listened  to  these 
niany  tuncM  dwrn.K  .he  day-tin.c.  also  at  the  time  when  the  shndown 
of  night  are  givinK  place  to  th.-  light  of  day.  and  the  ronemblance  i. 
nearly  always  tin  ic 

The  Chippy  is  one  of  our  snuillest  sparrows,  it  has  a  reddish- 
brown  crowT,  ,ke  the  Tree  Sparrow,  which  the  bir.l  res,.mblea  in  other 
re8p<.et8.  It  has.  however,  a  plain  white  breast,  instead  of  the  little 
dark  pMch  characteristic  of  the  Tree  Sparrow.  The  nest  is  a  well- 
made  Htrm-ture.  neatly  lined  witli  tine  grass  and  hair,  when  the  latter 
18  available,  (hipping  Sparrows  are  double-brcM,ded.  They  feed 
their  young  on  various  forms  of  insect  life,  picked  up  amid  the  lo.,- 
trees  and  shrubs. 

Clay -coloured  Sparrows  resemble  the  Chippy  in  size,  but  are 
lighter  and  lack  the  brown  erown.  They  inhabit  low  shrubs  and 
usually  build  close  to  the  groun.l.  The  nest  is  constructed  of  coarse 
grass  stems  with  a  rathe.-  sparse  lining  of  finer  grass  or  hair.  Th.^ 
eggs,  like  those  of  the  Chippy,  are  blue  with  a  ring  of  purplish 
markings  around  the  wider  end. 

We  generally  have  but  one  pair  of  Clay  colours  in  the  garden 
due  in  port,  I  believe,  to  their  not  getting  on  with  the  Chippies     The 
song  18  grasshopper-lik    and  may  be  recalled  by  the  svllables— zee- 
zee,  often  repeat.-rl  several  times.     The  bird  is  double-broodwl 

We  have  had  Kingbirds  nesting  with  us  twice  and  they  proved 
uaetul  albes  m  driving  away  a  casual  hawk  or  crow,  but  if  they  thus 
conferred  an  unintentional  ben«.fit  on  the  rest  of  the  feathered  inhabi- 
tants, they  wei-..  c<iually  tyrannical  to  those  they  had  protected,  and 
the  ehaf?  after  a  Chippy  seemed  to  afford  them  as  much  amusement 
as  riding  upon  the  back  of  a  crow.  Thus  I  sometimes  feel  that  a 
Kingbird  IS  not  the  most  desired  tenant,  though  we  make  no  exceo- 
tions  in  our  welcome  to  all. 

One  of  the  irregular  summer  residents  of  the  garden  is  the  Cedar 
W  axwin?  or  Cherry-bird.  A  beautiful  fawoi-ooloured  bird  with  a  well- 
marked  crest.  There  are  few  than  can  vie  (vith  the  Waxwing  in  soft 
beauty  of  plumage,  but  they  are  not  singers,  and  their  only  utterances 
are  soft,  whispery  notes,  which,  however,  are  unlike  anv  other  summer 


.r.l.     TUr  H,>or,eH  -.,„«||.y  <.om...  in  llu..k.  nn.l  Kra.luallv  ,,.,ir  off  a. 
K'  H<'«H„n  a.lvtt,KTs.     Our  Kar.l.n   vini.nrs  s,.l...t..l  .pru.v  tn-s  f.,r 

thvir   uvnuug  H.U.,   „n.J   p|.,.v.|    .1,,.   .H,rM.„,n.    vs..||    I k   .....i-l    th.. 

.r,„H.|M>H.  Hon...  MX  f...t   fr..,n   tl.o  ^r-.un.l.     H.re  thoy   roan.l   tLrir 
>......,,  ,„K,n  ,„.«.,.t«  an.l  .,n«|l  fruit,  ^vi,|..M,t  i„  u,,v  w.,v  iu,..r.V  .!,.„. 

with  thi'  u.ner  birds. 

n„     '.l'"T.  "//*■",  '1"""''"  *'""  ^'      "^  '•'"■  ^'•"«»'«'r«-«l  frirndH  n.„l.l  sur- 
pa^.  th.,  (  ntbird  for  s.nRinK  qualifi.-..     Th.-r..  is  snmrthinK  .n.aint 

^il'r  wX'f  '"  *'T  'r''  "^''T-  "'"•  "  -''•"•-  «•'-•''  ---^.t-  t    • 

Jo  .h  f"^''»^''S^^'"'"  /''"'  -"'••  l-n-l.  ah..v..  ,1...  .1U..I..W.  I.,  pour. 
forth  the  H<,„^  f.,r  which  he  ...  b..-o,ninK  Uwu.v..     Ti,..  hir.l  is  hKo  a 

TZWZ  ',";•  ""  """  ''"'"""'  ""•  '•'■■•'  '■'•'•  ■  M..a.ln«|„rk  to  a 
JA*aHt  r  l.v<  atciH'r. 

Hhrni?"''''''.'^''  «n.  i„hal.ita,.,H  .,f  thi.-k  un.k..  ..  and  tla-  ,ni.x..,| 
Bhrulw  ma...  "I.  of  .la,,  au.l  hon...vsu..kl..  prove  very  altraetive.  H.re 
't  18  that  th.v  l.u.hl  their  nest  .4  ntieks  aiul  hari<  m,.l  h.fr  .h-p.,,!? 
^nc  beautiful  .l...p  j^m-n-bhie  ..««'.  These  binls  p-t  th.'ir  .nune  frou. 
the  weird.  Bupposedly  ent-like  sounds  whieh  they  utt.-r.  ..sp-eiallv 
when  disturbed.  W-  have  had  a  pair  nesting  i„  our  garden  for  the 
last  four  years. 

Kobins  are  eonstant  visitors  to  the  garden.  They  ,.o,n...  t..  b.-ffin 
with,  for  the  sake  of  tlje  b..rri..H.  but  .io  not  always  nest  within  th. 
border,  of  the  fenee.  They  have,  however,  .lone  .so  twi.-e.  ()„  Z 
first  oceasion  the  nest  nu^t  with  n  .lisasfr.  th..  youn^  bein^  pull,-.! 
out  and  devoured  by  a  eat.  On  th..  se,.o„d  att..mpt  the  l>ir.ls  were 
more  successful  and  managed  to  rear  their  young  to  maturitv 

Robins  are  mod..Is  of  .  lesti.-  eonipanionship,  for  not  (;nly  do 
both  share  in  the  nest  bu.h.  ,.  but  the  ...ale  al.-,o  assists  in  feeding 
the  joung  and  otherwise  att...u8  to  them. 

•  ♦i^'''?uTf  ^''^^  *'',^  ^"^'"  '"  ^^  ^'^  ^'^^t  «"on  «ft<'r  sunris...  and  it 
IS  then  that  he  pours  forth  the  loud,  clnvrful  song  with  whi.-h  ev.-n 
eity  dwellers  should  be  familiar.  The  males  return  to  us  from  the 
south  early  in  April  and  are  followed  by  th..  fem«l..s  alu.ut  two  w.vks 
later.  Tliese  birds  usually  rear  tw.,  broo.ls  in  a  season,  and  frequentiv 
do  so  in  the  same  nest. 

Such  are  our  garden  tenants  of  to-day.  As  time  go..s  on  and  th- 
trees  grow,  we  hope  to  attract  others,  which  uoul.l  add  to  the  pl.-asur^ 
and  interest  which  .  ur  present  feathered  fri.nd-  have  given  lis. 

0 

Copies  of  pamphlets,  issued  in  the  inter..st  of  bird  prot.^ction  and 
of  the  Migratory  E.rds  Convention  Act  and  Ilegulations,  mav  be 
obtained  from  the  Conunissioner,  Dominion  Parks  Branch,  IV-nart- 
ment  of  the  Interior    Ottawa.  »        i      t, 

M.B.  L  12.  1920. 
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